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FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

Dear beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the matchless name of Jesus Christ. Yet another month has
gone by, let us thank and praise God for all the blessings showered upon us
throughout the last month. We are celebrating Sunday school day, Unity day, Girl
child day and Advent as special weeks of the month. Closing of bicentenary
celebrations of the arrival of CMS missionaries being held at Kottayam on 12
November by CSI Madhya Kerala Diocese is another highlight of the month. Jesus
said in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation”. A short description on the life of the fist CMS missionary to
Kerala, Rev.Thomas Norton, is being shared below.

Thomas Norton was born in England on 2™ Sept 1780. From his young age he was
extremely God fearing. His desire was to become a missionary after his education.
Hence the CMS missionary committee decided sent him for theological studies
and uses him as their missionary. At this time, Norton was married; Ms. Annie was
his wife. Norton joined the seminary in 1810 and was ordained as priest on
completion of 3 year studies. Then Church Missionary Society (CMS) decided to
send him to Ceylonas CMS missionary. At this instance, Claudia Buchanan wrote
about the challenges and preparation required for mission work in India and
Ceylon. However, Norton and Annie had full confidence in the empowerment of
Holy Spirit to face such challenges and hence prayed: ‘Lord here we are, please
send us’. So on January 15,- 1815, Norton, his wife and the two year son began
their journey from London to the port city, Portsmouth. The original plan was to
travel to Ceylon but had to call it off due to some damage to the ship. In the
meantime CMS decided to send him to Travancore instead of Ceylon due to
request of Colonel Monroe. Accordingly, Norton and family began their journey
on May 28, 1815. But the ship was destined for Ceylon and they reached Ceylon in
August 1815. They stayed in Ceylon for about 6 months. Then travelled from
Colombo in April 1816 and arrived in Cochin by 8 May.

Colonel Monroe’s key aim in taking the effort to begin missionary work in
Travancore was mainly to reform the Syrian Church. Colonel Monroe entrusted
this responsibility to Norton. During this period Norton and family stayed in
Kollam. Norton met and discussed reformation matters of Syrian church with the
Metropolitan, Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius II and the clergy. Norton began ‘Suriyani
Sahaya mission’ for this purpose. The efforts of Monroe and Norton resulted in
cancellation of prohibition of clergy weddings. During this period, Maharani
Parvathy Bai gifted a house and property in Alappuzha to begin a mission
center,due to Colonel Monroe’s interest. Norton and family lived here. Then he
started to learn Malayalam and share the gospel. Sunday worship was started in
Alappuzha on Oct 27, 1816 and he had the desire to build a church there. The first
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church of CMS mission was built and dedicated for worship on July 18, 1818
despite all objections. During this period Norton was appointed as judge in
Alappuzha by the British Resident.

After 5 years of mission work in Alappuzha, Norton baptized 27 people in 1821,
distributed Bibles in several languages and started English, Malayalam and Tamil
worship services. In 1819, Ms. Annie Norton opened a girl’s school. Ms. Norton’s
life came to an end on 20 February, 1822 and her physical remains were buried in
Alappuzha. In 1824, Norton married Ms. Elissa Collins Lee. She started Kerala’s
first Sunday school in Alappuzha. Christian and non-Christian children attended
this Sunday school. In 1825 Norton formed a poor people fund to help the needy
and provided food, dress and financial help. Norton took the initiative to start a
hospital in Alappuzha at this period of time. In 1826, Ms. Elissa was taken to
eternal abode due to stomach disease. Then Norton gave charge of Alappuzha
mission to James Roberts, a teacher at Kottayam CMS College, and went to
England with his children. In 1827, Norton married Sara Garratt and returned to
Alappuzha in 1828. They had a narrow escape from a ship wreck during this
return journey.

After his return, Norton conducted worship services and prayer meetings regularly,
provided Holy Communion classes, started bible classes/quizzes for all, due to
unavailability of Malayalam bible. He worked against idol worship, superstitions
and caste system that prevailed in the society. He engaged in ideological debates
with clergy of other churches and people of other beliefs. By 1837, membership of
Alappuzha church grew to 454. He visited different places to conduct public
meetings and distribute pamphlets as part of gospel work.

Norton began the first English school in Alappuzha. In addition, he started a
school in Alappuzha market along with other boarding schools and rural schools.
In 1837, Sara Garret too bid farewell to this world. This death was another severe
trial faced by Norton. Churches were planted in Thalavady, Arthunkal,
Neerkunnam and Kattoor as a result of this great missionary’s efforts. As the
presence of a missionary wife was inevitable to work among woman and girls, he
married Ms. Sophia Charlotte in January 1839. Since then the mission work
prospered again, but didn’t last long. In 1840, Norton’s health deteriorated after a
quarter century long tireless labor and challenges of mission work. On August 12,
1840 this blessed life came to an end. This noble missionary is resting under the
first step of the altar of Alappuzha CSI Christ Church. As we come to the
completion of 200 years of the arrival of the CMS missionary, Thomas Norton, let
us partake in bicentenary projects and special celebrations in memory of this
missionary’s great sacrifices.

May God bless us all abundantly!

Yours in His Service
Paul Achen,
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Thanksgiving
e Let’s thank our Lord for the blessings He has

showered upon us.

Prayer Request
e Job related needs of our members
e Construction of our Church
e Those who are going through financial
difficulties
e  Mourning families
e Aged Parents
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MO003 MOHAN JOHN 31-Oct
BOO7 BIJU PETER 31-Oct
A019 GALVIN AJITH 31-Oct
J029 NIDHI JACOB 31-Oct
V012 GAVIN VINEETH SHIBU 31-Oct
RO17 HEAVEN ROBY MATHEW 1-Nov
RO16 NAIJA ALICE KOSHY 2-Nov
J034 JOHN P. CHERIAN 3-Nov
K006 KOSHY K. SAM (KEVIN) 3-Nov
C002 ANNAMMA THOMAS(USHA) 3-Nov
TO09 SARIN TEJI 4-Nov
G001 DELWIN GEORGE MATHEW 5-Nov
C004 FELICITY CHRISTAL 5-Nov
M011 SUU P. MATHEW 5-Nov
G014 SUMI GEORGE VARGHESE 7-Nov
JO33 JACOB J. SOLOMON 7-Nov
JO35 ANGELA ALEENA JOHN 7-Nov
S022 BlJI SABU 8-Nov
A022 ANNA SHARON SAM 8-Nov
S005 SONY GEORGE SIMON 8-Nov
V014 LENA ELSA VARGHESE 9-Nov
V005 ROBIN JOHN 10-Nov
5044 PREENA SAJI 10-Nov
TOO08 SUSAN ROY THOMAS 10-Nov
D004 DONEY MODAYIL JOSE 11-Nov
A019 AJIT CHACKO 12-Nov
D006 DEEPA ELIZABETH GEORGE 13-Nov
MO008 RACHEL MATHEW 14-Nov
EOO03 JIJO M. MAHTEWS 14-Nov
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M023 NIBIN MATHEW 14-Nov
RO13 ROBERT STEPHEN 15-Nov
C004 JAISON CHRISTAL 15-Nov
M023 MATHEW GEORGE 16-Nov
J018 JACOB DAVID 17-Nov
G014 ALLEN GEORGE 17-Nov
TO18 KEN JACOB CHERIAN 17-Nov
M022 MARIAMMA DANIEL 17-Nov
BO13 STEVE MATHEW JACOB 17-Nov
A029 ANISH PHILIP 18-Nov
BO15 SUMA MATHEW 18-Nov
JO13 SOUMYA J. R. 18-Nov
V013 VIPIN MATHEW ABRAHAM 18-Nov
V008 SNEHA MARY VINOD 19-Nov
RO11 MINI REJI 19-Nov
RO19 RUPESH DISNEY GODFRED 19-Nov
J017 JOSHUALIN MATHEW 20-Nov
G007 GEORGE KOSHY (SAJI) 20-Nov
M024 MANU CHACKO 20-Nov
JO38 MARY JOHN 21-Nov
PO11 JJU SARA MATHEW 21-Nov
S001 THEJUS SAM MATHEW 22-Nov
S009 SUSAN SAM 22-Nov
M023 NIMMY MATHEW 22-Nov
R022 RONNY CHACKO VARGHESE 22-Nov
T022 THARIAN THOMAS MALAYIL 22-Nov
G005 NEVIN JOHN GEORGE 22-Nov
1028 ANCY P. JACOB 23-Nov
S004 SHARON SUNIL (ANU) 23-Nov
RO11 ABIN JOHN REJI 23-Nov
M017 VALSAMMA THOMAS 24-Nov
NOO9 NAINAN K GEORGE 24-Nov
R0O09 ASHITHAR. S. 25-Nov
MO009 MATHAI KOSHY 25-Nov
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V012 | VINEETH SHIBU RAJAN 25-Nov
S008 JIBIN JOHN SATHEESH 26-Nov
M026 SABI MATHEW 27-Nov
R0O09 ROBINSON Y 27-Nov
D001 JENY ELIZABETH GEORGE 28-Nov
B023 KEREN ELISE THOMAS 28-Nov
w002 WILFRED JOSEPH 29-Nov
J027 ASHLEY ELIZABETH JACOB 30-Nov
ROO5 ANNAMMA GIGY THOMAS 30-Nov
S057 SHIBILY SABU 30-Nov
G001 GEORGE MATHEW (BABU) 1-Dec
G016 GEORGE JOSEPH 1-Dec
S037 SATHEESH J. PHILIP 2-Dec
ﬁ' b—-5 Wedding Anniversary list qh—:
V005 | Mrs. & Mr. | VARGHESE JOHN (SAJl) 31-Oct
A014 | Mrs. & Mr. | ABY MATHEW 02-Nov
AO0Q9 | Mrs. & Mr. | ABEY THOMAS 03-Nov
S054 | Mrs. & Mr. | SANTOSH KURIAN 05-Nov
S013 | Mrs. & Mr. | SHIBU RAJAN 07-Nov
S004 | Mrs. & Mr. | SUNILISSAC 09-Nov
MO017 | Mrs. & Mr. | MATHEW THOMAS 14-Nov
1001 Mrs. & Mr. | ISAIAH JOSEPH SIMPSON 16-Nov
A024 | Mrs. & Mr. | AJITH STEPHEN 16-Nov
R0O26 | Mrs. & Mr. | RAHUL CHERIYAN 17-Nov
V010 | Mrs. & Mr. | VIJU KURUVILLA 19-Nov
G012 | Mrs. & Mr. | GEORGE JOHN (BINQY) 23-Nov
C003 | Mrs. & Mr. | CHERIYAN K. M. 25-Nov
K009 | Mrs.& Mr. | KIRAN KURIAN SIMON 26-Nov
G011 | Mrs. & Mr. | GEORGE MANOJ 27-Nov
T019 | Mrs. & Mr. | THOMAS JACOB 28-Nov
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MO014 | Mrs. & Mr. | MATHEW JOE VARGHESE 29-Nov
S001 | Mrs. & Mr. | SAM OOMMEN ABRAHAM 30-Nov

“Praisethe Lord O my soul, and forget not all His benefits’ (Ps.103:2)
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CMS MISSIONARY MOVEMENT IN KERALA

Bicentenary Celebrations (1816 - 2016)
Closing Ceremony from 11" — 13" November, 2016
at Kottayam
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LAITY — YOUTH JOINT UPPER ROOM PRAYER

Laity — Youth Joint Upper Room Prayer will held on 17" November,
2016 at St. Andrew’s New Building (Room No.101)

Time : 8:00 PM - 10: 00 PM
Area Prayer Meetings
h h < 29" Nov @
7" Nov @8.30PM | 14" Nov @8.30 PM 21% Nov @8.30 PM 8.30 PM
Airport Road/Church Area
Mr. Nebu Mathew Mr. Sabu Jacob Mr. Tom Kuruvila Mr. James
050 6827094 050 4419418 050 7636216 Daniel
0504161976
Madinat Zayed / Khalidiya Area
Mr. Josepth Ittyerah
(Shaji)
050 7216413
Najda/Salam Area
Mr. Koshy K Sam
(Kevin)
055 2920847
Tourist Club Area
Mr. Suresh Raj Mr. Mathew Chandy
056 1962467 050 6131264
Mussafah Area
6™ Nov 2016 20™ Nov 2016
Mr. Charles John George Mr. Shaji Mathew
050 7156951 050 5415117

Fasting Prayer
Friday 11" November 2016 at 10.00 A.M. at Parsonage

Sunday School
Fridays at 4.00 P.M. at St. Andrew’s Community Hall

Combined Area Prayer
Evangelical Centre
Monday, 28" November at 8.30 P.M.

12




OSBRI

Weekly Divine Service
Fridays at 6.00 P.M. at St. Andrews Church

Woman’s Fellowship
10" Nov 6.00 PM @ Residence of Mrs. Swapna John
24" Nov 6.00 PM @ Parsonage

Choir Practice
6:30 PM on Saturday at Evangelical Centre (Jr. Choir)
8:00 PM on Saturday at Evangelical Centre (Choir)

Youth Movement Cottage Prayer
3rd November at 8:30pm @ Residence of Mr. Gilu Mathew John

(050 6809065)

= Almanac for the Month of November 2016

04" November 2016(English Service) | 24 PosnI6 2016

25% Week After Pentecost
World Sunday School Day:

Be Transformed to Transform
Judg. 13: 1-14; Eph. 6: 1-4
Luke. 1: 57-66; Ps. 119:9-16

OIMCHOITVDTN0 afl2] 25-00 @)Pal:
@6L1ICRI06 TVEIMBEAVMVH)08 BlMo:
@) loD0 Tt TN I OV]
©)alOMOOISQUS

Moo, 13: 1-14; af)Gal. 6: 1-4
2)es9oV 1: 57-66; avel 119: 9-16

11" November 2016

26™ Week After Pentecost

Unity Day: Vine and Branches
Ezek. 37: 15-23-7; 1 Cor. 12: 12-27
John 15: 1-8; Ps. 133

71 MQIoéNI@ 2016

OIMCHOITVDTN0 afl2] 26-00 @)Pal:
eag)ss) Blmo: B)amlolussiw)o

6B IMY) 8]0

OWa0. 37: 15-23; 1 60O 12: 12-27
GCWOan. 15: 1-8; U] 133

18" November 2016
27" Week After Pentecost

Day for the Girl Child: Affirming the
Worth of the Girl Child

Num. 27: 1-11; Acts. 21: 7-14
Mark 5: 35-43; Ps.71:1-12

18 MWQIo6nI@ 2016

OIMCHOITVDTN0 afl2] 27-00 @)Pal:
6alenBuolue) 31mo: ealenduoloo)ilond
(aloWIMfo @10 1@ B3

Vo6, 27: 1-11; @R.(a). 21 7-14
DBGHOOTV 5: 35-43; VST 71 1-12

25" November 2016

015 Week in Advent

Celebrating the Promises of God

1 Sam. 2: 1-10; Hebrews 11: 29-40
Luke 1: 39-45; Ps. 66

25 MQlo6ni@ 2016
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02" December 2016

02" Week in Advent

Word of God: Double Edged Sword
(Birth of John the Baptist)

Jere. 36: 1-10; Hebrews 4: 11-13
Luke 1: 5-17; Ps. 118: 89-96
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