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FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

Dear Loved ones in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the most precious name of our Lord and redeemer
Jesus Christ. The year 2016 has gone by and we entered into a new year
2017. Let us praise and thank God almighty for his mercy and grace
showered upon us in the previous year. God, our Father helped us to began
this year with the renewal of the covenant with God. May the God
strengthen us to keep the covenant with God throughout the year 2017.
One of the important events for this month will be the Annual Get-together
which will be held on 19" January 2017. It is a joyous occasion of our
Church members to gather together with different talent programmes.

According to the Almanac, the 6™ January is celebrated as the Day of
Epiphany. Here I would like to share a few thoughts about Epiphany. The
word Epiphany means showing forth or revealing. It is celebrated 12 days
after Christmas on 6™ Jan. and it is the time when Christians remember the
wise men. Some churches celebrate Epiphany to remember both the visit of
wise men and Jesus’ Baptism. In the west, Christians began celebrating
Epiphany in the 4™ century, associating it with the visit of the wise men to
Jesus. For many protestant churches, the season of Epiphany extends from
January 6 until Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. The last Sunday of
Epiphany is celebrated as Transfiguration Sunday. In this contest it refers to
the revelation of Jesus to gentiles. The wise men who visited Jesus were not
Jews and were the first gentiles to come and worship Jesus.

Epiphany is about Jesus and His message is available and relevant to people
of every age and race. The wise men clearly were looking for a new king
and had found meaning in the movement of the planets and the stars which
led them to come to Israel to greet the new born king.

Gifts of Wise Men.

The custom of exchanging gifts at Christmas season find its roots in the
giving of gifts by wise men. According to Matt.2:11, they offered symbolic
gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. The gifts were symbolic of the
important of Jesus’ birth, the gold representing Jesus’ royalty,
Frankincense represents Jesus’ priesthood and Myrrh represents  the
sacrifice of Jesus.
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Journey to the Margins.

The wise men journeyed to the margins-Bethlehem, really were not a very
important place. In the margins they found their king knelt down,
worshiped and presented their gifts. We need to remind ourselves that God
is always to be found on the edge, in the margins, with those who are
despised and seen of no account. Martin Luther spoke of the Bible as the
Cradle of our Lord. The more you pear in to it, the clearer your vision will
be of Him. The more you listen to it the more you will hear the voice of
God. The Cradle of our Lord is mostly in the margins of the society.

The Relevance of Epiphany today.

The Church should experience Epiphany — the revelation of God with the
outsiders, those who are in the periphery such as poor, needy and
marginalized. As wise men did when they found Jesus, we also should
kneel down and worship Him. If we would like to come closer to the
Christ. We also need to get closer to the people in the margin.

This time as we observe Epiphany, let us given our mind to the living
Christ who provides guidance, as he did to the shepherds and the wise
men. Let this New Year be a new beginning for each of us-a fresh start in
the journey to become closer to the Christ. Re-reading the scriptures and
worship are steps that will lead us to Him. We will discover when we take
a step towards Him.

May the God give us the good experience of Epiphany throughout the
year.

Wish you all a Happy New Year

Yours in His Service

Paul Achen,
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THANKSGIVING & PRAYER REQUEST

Thanksgiving
e Let’s thank our Lord for the blessings He has
showered upon us.

Prayer Request

Job related needs of our members

Construction of our Church

Those who are going through financial
difficulties
e Mourning families

Aged Parents

we

T006 ANJANA ANN THOMAS 01-Jan
JO33 ALBY JACOB SOLOMON 01-Jan
Jo12 AARON JEN JOSEPH 02-Jan
A003 JOEL JOHN ABRAHAM 03-Jan
R029 RAJA 03-Jan
B003 ZEENA RACHEL BIJU 04-Jan
RO16 RAJIV KOSHY CHERIYAN 04-Jan
Jo11 ANILA JOHN KOSHY 05-Jan
C003 SHERIN CHERIYAN 05-Jan
B002 ELIZABETH BENJAMIN (ANI) 05-Jan
B019 EVITA BASIL PAUL 06-Jan
1003 TINY MARIYAM ISAAC 06-Jan
E003 EAPEN MATHEW M. (REJI) 06-Jan
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J00o4 JACOB MATHEW (SHAIJI) 07-Jan
V004 VARGHESE ITTY IPE 07-Jan
J027 ALEENA ELIZABETH JACOB 08-Jan
5049 CHRISLYN SUSAN SHAIJU 08-Jan
TO0S RESHMA ELIZABETH THOMAS | 09-Jan
NO11 NIGE MARY RAJESH 10-Jan
G012 GEORGE JOHN (BINOY) 10-Jan
GO15 GEORGE C.L 10-Jan
D005 DAISON K VARGHESE 11-Jan
T023 THOMAS ABRAHAM 11-Jan
P009 PREMARAJAN K. K. 11-Jan
MO009 LALYKUTTY KOSHY 12-Jan
BO13 BENNY MATHEW JACOB 12-Jan
MO006 MATHEW T. GEORGE (SAJAN) | 12-Jan
JO35 CAROLINE ANN JOHN 12-Jan
J047 JAMES MATHEW 13-Jan
NO002 MARY NEBU MATHEW 17-Jan
T0O01 THOMAS MATHEW (RAJU) 18-Jan
MO008 MERRIN MATHEW 19-Jan
MO18 MATHEW K. MATHEW 19-Jan
A006 SHAUN AJIT JOB 19-Jan
G006 JOEL GIGI GEORGE 19-Jan
MO008 MINIE MATHEW 19-Jan
w002 MANJU K 20-Jan
JOOS ANNIE JOSEPH (RENI) 20-Jan
A009 ABEY THOMAS 21-Jan
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B007 ANN PETER 21-Jan
Vo007 JEAN VARGHESE 21-Jan
D007 DON MATHEW 22-Jan
R002 JEANN IRENE REJI 22-Jan
R0O08 SHIJI EASO 22-Jan
C003 ANN LIZ CHERIYAN 22-Jan
MO12 JERRIN MATHEW 24-Jan
JOOS5 ANISHA MARY JOSEPH 24-Jan
5023 ANGELA SALOMI SABU 27-Jan
A015 ABRAHAM JOHN 27-Jan
TO016 TOM KURUVILLA 28-Jan
NO0O08 RON GEORGE NAVEEN 28-Jan
D002 BENCY DAVID 28-Jan
Jo12 AIDEN JEN JOSEPH 28-Jan
5023 SABU V. JOHN 29-Jan
A019 ALLEN AJIT 29-Jan
SO011 STACY ELEINE SAMUEL 30-Jan
S040 SHAIJU M 30-Jan
JO03 JENNIFER JOHN (JENNY) 01-Feb
G019 ANJU MARY VARGHESE 01-Feb
S007 SAJAN SIMON 01-Feb

and give you peace. ”

“The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face

shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you

(Numbers 6:24-26 )




OSUMSHBY OB

v N
- Wedding Anniversary List -
T022 | Mrs. & Mr. | THARIAN THOMAS MALAYIL | 02-Jan
S002 | Mrs. & Mr. | SABU ABRAHAM 02-Jan
J043 | Mrs. & Mr. | JOHN THOMAS 03-Jan
L007 | Mrs. & Mr. | LOYD MATHEW 03-Jan
S008 | Mrs. & Mr. | SATHEESH KUMAR K. 05-Jan
MO003 | Mrs. & Mr. | MOHAN JOHN 07-Jan
MO009 | Mrs. & Mr. | MATHAI KOSHY 08-Jan
B007 | Mrs. & Mr. | BIJU PETER 11-Jan
B013 | Mrs. & Mr. | BENNY MATHEW JACOB 12-Jan
JO16 | Mrs. & Mr. | JACOB THOMAS 14-Jan
JO46 Mrs. & Mr. | JIBUMON CHERIAN 14-Jan
TO18 | Mrs. & Mr. | TARUN CHERIAN THOMAS 16-Jan
J034 | Mrs. & Mr. | JOHN P. CHERIAN 17-Jan
E003 | Mrs. & Mr. | EAPEN MATHEW M. (REJI) 18-Jan
B008 | Mrs. & Mr. | BINOY SOLOMON 19-Jan
S023 | Mrs. & Mr. | SABU V. JOHN 20-Jan
S006 | Mrs. & Mr. | SABU JACOB 22-Jan
RO11 | Mrs. & Mr. | REJIM SAMUEL 23-Jan
S033 | Mrs. & Mr. | STANLEY KOSHY MATHEW 24-Jan
TO12 | Mrs. & Mr. | THOMAS M. PHILIP 26-Jan
NO008 | Mrs. & Mr. | NAVEEN GEORGE 28-Jan
B002 | Mrs. & Mr. | BENJAMIN GEORGE (ALBY) 29-Jan
S005 | Mrs. & Mr. | SONY GEORGE SIMON 29-Jan
J023 | Mrs. & Mr. | JACOB THOMAS (IVAN) 30-Jan
G004 | Mrs. & Mr. | GEORGE JOHN (BIJU) 01-Feb
JO33 | Mrs. & Mr. | JACOB J. SOLOMON 02-Feb
P014 | Mrs. & Mr. | PREEMU GEORGE 02-Feb

“Praise the Lord O my soul, and forget not all His benefits” (Ps.103:2)
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NEW MEMBERS

Name & Address Mob. No. Mother Church
Mr. Toney Joseph
Flat No. 102 056 386 4454 | CSI Christ Church,
Building No. P 795 Elamkulam, Ernakulam
Near Model School, ‘i, u
Mussaffa
Mr. Jeferson Vijay Sam
Rihan Heights .
Tower E # 17-04 052 397 8224 IgiitaAS;;nsm Church
Zayed Sports City y
Abu Dhabi
Mr. Jelal George Jones
Behind NBF St. George CSI
Salam Street, Abu 050 250 3735 Church, Peermedu
Dhabi

UPCOMING EVENTS

Upper Room Prayer (Youth & Laity)
26™ January 2017 at 8:00pm @ St. Andrew’s Church

New Building; Room No. 101 & 102

Annual Get-Together
6:30 PM to 10:00PM on 19" January 2017
At Mar Thoma Community Hall, Mussaffa

Harvest Festival
10" February 2017
At Mar Thoma Church Compound, Mussaffa

10
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Area Prayer - Najda Salam

17" January 2017 @ 08:30 P.M. at Residence of Mr. Kurien
K.O. (Thampy) 050 6136140

Combined Prayer Mussaffa

22" January, 2017 at 08:00 P.M. at Mar Thoma Hall

Combined Area Praver

23" January, 2017 at 08:00 P.M. at Evangelical Centre Room
No. F10

Fasting Prayer

Friday 13" January 2017 at 10.00 A.M. at Parsonage

Sunday School

Fridays at 4.00 P.M. at St. Andrew’s Community Hall

Weekly Divine Service

Fridays at 6.00 P.M. at St. Andrews Church

Women’s Fellowship

12" & 26" January 2017 at 6.00 PM @ Parsonage

Choir Practice

8:00 PM on Saturday at Evangelical Centre

Youth Prayer

26" January 2017 at 8:00pm @ St. Andrew’s Church
New Building; Room No. 101 & 102

11



OSUMSHBY OB

M—\ Almanac for the Month of January 2017

06" January 2017

Epiphany

Honouring the body as Temple of God
Eccl. 6:1-12; Psalm : 1

1 Cori 3: 16-23; Matthew : 5:27 -30

06 mMQIEI 2017

DaO@I(aldH0U00

oleenm HeRARIVTI6G GO
MUERD. (al : 6:1-12; LS 1

1 &0 : 3: 16 —23; AODO. : 5:21 -30

13" January 2017

02" Week after Epiphany

Called to Unity

Ezekiel 37: 15-23; Ephesians 4: 1-6
John 15: 1-12; Ps. 133

13 LRa0QIE] 2017

20Ol o00MIgIN0 afllmi 02-00 @RYPal:
eag)d jovilealss allgleoeqlsald

OWa0. 37: 15-23; af)Gal. 4: 1-6

GWoa0N. 15: 1-12; LS. 133

201 January 2017

03" Week after Epiphany
Ecumenical Day:

Unity in Faith and Action
Joshua 3: 9-17; Acts. 9: 20-25
Mark 1: 21-34; Ps. 53

20 200001 2017

2a0®I(AlHo00MISI aflmi 03-00 @RYPal:
MUEI eaf)dy31Mo

aflvolorvamlanoe (alalyemilanoe
Baf)d @

GWOUDYQI 3: 9-17; @N.(al 9: 20-25
2RBHHOMS 1: 21-34; UB. 53

27" January 2017 (English Service)
04" Week after Epiphany

True Piety

Micah 6: 1-8; James 1: 19-27
Matthew 6: 1-8; Ps. 42

27 Lol 2017 (glvad0nenl saiiwooeal)
2a0®I(l®HI00MISI afllmi 04-00 @RYPal:
U0)RVBHD]

2’61 6: 1-8; WOGHHO6NT 1: 19-27
oo 6: 1-8; U’ 42

03 February 2017

05" Week after Epiphany

Christ: The Rhythm of Life

Exodus 15: 1-21, Ephesians 5: 15- 21

Luke 8: 26-39, Ps. 149

03 ean(n)QIE] 2017
2a0®I(AldHo0oMISI afllmi 05-00 @RYal:
(So): 2180

al)0. 15: 1-21; af)Gan. 5: 15-21

B)GHHIMT 8: 26-39; L. 149

12




