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FROM THE VICAR’S DESK

Beloved Ones in Christ,

I greet all of you in the most precious name of our Lord and
Redeemer Jesus Christ. Let us praise and thank almighty for His
providence and protection given to during the previous month.

Month of March is an important month for our children.
During this month final examinations and board examinations are
going on. Let us pray for our children who are writing their
examinations. May God bless them with good results.

The Lenten Season of the church started from Ash
Wednesday. It is a season to prepare oneself spiritually for a life
walked in Jesus’ footsteps in spite of the suffering one faces. This
is the time to repentance that includes assembly of people, fasting,
lamentation and confession of sin to secure God’s forgiveness, to
strengthen our relationship with God and Man. The importance of
this season is that “the real and meaningful repentance”.

Repentance is a Biblical term; we can see a lot of references in
Old Testament and New Testament about repentance. The most
important aspect of Old testament Repentance is contained in the
Hebrew word,”Shub’ which express the idea of turning back,
retracing one’s steps in order to return to right ways. The Old
Testament Prophets called the people for repentance. The call for
repentance of man is a call for return to his creaturely and
covenantal repentance on God.

In the New Testament the word translated ‘repent °‘is
Metanoein. It means that to change one’s mind, to regret or feel
remorse. This usage is much more influenced by the Old Testament
‘Shub’ repentance is not just as a feeling sorry or changing one’s
mind but a turning round, a complete, alteration of the basic
motivation and direction of one’s life.
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During this Lenten season, real and meaningful repentance
should be occurred in our life. Here | would like to suggest three
steps for real repentance.

1. Consciousness’ of Sin.

Sin is the ultimate cause of human fall and curse. Sin, which
is an opposition to God’s benevolent purposes for His creation. Sin
is the deliberate act of defiance against God. When we look in to
the life of David, the second king of Israel, we can see that he did a
deliberate act of sin against God (2 Samuel: 11). God sent His
prophet Nathan to the King David. Through a parable prophet
taught him, how greedy and cruel he was. In 2 Samuel 12:13, “I
have sin against the Lord “, David said. Here King David
acknowledges and realized his sin. This verse is an expression of
the consciousness of sin. This consciousness led him to write Psalm
51. In Psalms 51:3 David said, “I recognize my fault, I am always
conscious of my sins”. The lost son in Luke chapter 15, also
recognizes his sins. His desperate state of mind brought him to
repent. In Luke 15 : 18b, the younger son said, “Father I was
sinned against God and against you”. Without realization of sin we
cannot have a real repentance.

2. Confession of Sin.

In John 1:9, “But if we confess our sin before God, He will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all our doing things”. If we
confess our sins, God will forgive our sins, this is the promises of
God. King David confesses his sin to God. He said, “Remove my
sin, and | will be clean, wash me and | will be whiter than snow.
(Ps: 51:7)The lost son confesses his sin before his father. In the
book of Jonah Chapter 3, the King of Nineveh ordered his people
to confess their sins to God . God accept their confession and did
not punish them as he had said he would.

3. Conclusion of Sin.

In Jonah 3:8b”Every one must pray earnestly to God and
must give up his wicked behavior and his evil actions”. Here King
of Nineveh encourages the people of Nineveh to give up their sins.
The realization and confession of sin lead us to a step of conclusion
of the sins. In Proverbs 28:13, Solomon the great said, “You will
never succeed in life, if you try to hide your sins. Confess them and
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give them up; then God will show mercy to you”. God is ready to
give us his mercy and forgiveness.

Now we are going through the season of Lent. Lenten
season is a season for true repentance. If we go through the
experience of consciousness of sin, confession of sin and
conclusion of sin (bye bye from sin), we can say that Lent is more
effective in our life. Can you say bye bye... from your sin during
this Lenten season ?

Our Saviour Jesus invites to look at Him more clearly and
love him more dearly and follow Him more closely. The season of
Lent is a call for “round about turn”.

May God help you to give up the sins and give a meaningful
Lenten season in your life.

Yours in Christ Service

Paul Achen
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Thanksgiving & Prayer Request

Thanksgiving
e Let’s thank our Lord for the blessings He has
showered upon us.
Prayer Request
e Job related needs of our members.
Construction of our Church.
Those who are going through financial difficulties.
Families who are yet to be blessed with children.
Mourning families.
Children appearing for board exams.
Annual General Body meeting.

2

APPY piRTHDAYI

et T

Jo10 JEEVAN JOHN 01-Mar
S003 SAJU GEORGE P. 03-Mar
S022 ELWIN SIMON SABU 03-Mar
P008 P. CHERIAN THOMAS (MANOJ) 04-Mar
M020 MEJO JOHN 04-Mar
B010 FEBA LIZA BINU 04-Mar
Jo44 JOSHI.V.L 04-Mar
EOO1 EAPEN BABU JOHN 05-Mar
J005 JOSEPH ITTYERAH (SHAJI) 05-Mar
B0O1 SUSAN J BINU (GIGI) 06-Mar
A012 REENA ANIL 07-Mar
A009 ANNU THOMAS 07-Mar
S047 SIBIN VARGHESE GEORGE 08-Mar
Goo7 JOYCE ELSA KOSHY 08-Mar
MO002 MARYKUTTY MATHAI 09-Mar
LO01 NOEL LIJU GEORGE 09-Mar
RO10 ELIZABETH RAJAN 09-Mar
J019 JOSE DAVID 10-Mar

SAIRA SUSAN KURIEN 10-Mar
B003 SELIN BlJU 12-Mar
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S036 ANSU CHACKO 12-Mar
R002 JADIN ANNA REJI 12-Mar
S031 SHEEBA CHAKKUMKAL JOHN 13-Mar
C004 CHRISTAL JOTHI. N. 13-Mar
MO012 JERRY MATHEW 14-Mar
A007 ANISH EIPE ZACHARIAH 15-Mar
B024 JISHA BIJU 15-Mar
A012 ANIL MATHEW VARGHESE 16-Mar
J025 ANITHA P. CHACKO 16-Mar
MO014 JENY MATHEW 16-Mar
S032 BEENA VARGHESE 16-Mar
A006 ANN MARY AJIT 17-Mar
JO31 JOSE FRANCIS 18-Mar
J038 NEHA ANN JOHN 18-Mar
MO001 TWINKLE RACHEL MATHEW 18-Mar
MO009 AJU KMATHEW 18-Mar
T012 THOMAS M. PHILIP 19-Mar
P014 PREEMU GEORGE 20-Mar
P009 PADMAJA ROSEBELL 20-Mar
R009 SHEEJA JASMINE 20-Mar
J023 SNEHA SARA JACOB 21-Mar
S003 SHARON SUSAN GEORGE 21-Mar
R026 RAHUL CHERIAN 24-Mar
TO19 ANNAMMA THOMAS 24-Mar
M023 MATHEW GEORGE 24-Mar
G011 SERAH GLADYS 24-Mar
R002 REJI BENJAMIN 25-Mar

ANU MANU ANN 26-Mar
S018 ALEENA SUNIL 27-Mar
P 014 ASHA RACHEL PREMU 27-Mar
Joo2 NAYTHAN THOMAS JOHNSON 28-Mar
S013 SHIBU RAJAN 29-Mar
J010 MAIYAMMA JOHN (BENCY) 29-Mar
0002 NIRMALA OLIVER 29-Mar
P010 NAVEENA ANNA PRAVEEN 29-Mar

ANU NINAN ANJILIMOOTIL 29-Mar

AKHIL MANU CHACKO 29-Mar

9
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TO05 JERRY IPE THOMAS 30-Mar
C005 CHERIAN MATHEW (ANI) 31-Mar
Jo41 FEMIYA JERIN 31-Mar
J026 JOBY GEORGE THOMAS 01-Apr
J0o4 GEORGIN JACOB MATHEW 01-Apr
P012 REMYA PRAVIN 02-Apr
PO11 JOSH PUNNOOSE MODAYIL 02-Apr
“The Lord bless you

and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine on you

and be gracious to you;

the Lord turn his face toward you

and give you peace. ”

(Numbers 6:24-26 )

G G

:'-5 Wedding Anniversary list :'-i

J020 Mrs. & Mr. JUSTIN RAJ D. 01-Mar

MO012 Mrs. & Mr. MATHEW VARGHESE 05-Mar
Mrs. & Mr. SOJAN VARGHESE 11-Mar

J026 Mrs. & Mr. JOBY GEORGE THOMAS 11-Mar

K006 Mrs. & Mr. KOSHY K.SAM 03-Apr

J032 Mrs. & Mr. JACOB KURIYAN 04-Apr

“Praise the Lord O my soul, and forget not all His benefits” (Ps.103:2)

10
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HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME

1) | HOSSANAH 29 Mar 08 pm ~ | St. Andrews
SUNDAY 10 pm | Community Centre
Message by Bishop
Rt. Rev Thomas K
OOmmen
2) | LENT 30 Mar ~ | 08 pm ~ | St. Andrews Centre
MEDITATION | 01 Apr 10 pm | Message by Rev. Dr
Mathew Varkey
3) | MAUNDY 02 Apr 08 pm ~ | St. Andrews
THURSDAY 10 pm | Community Centre
4) | GOOD 03 Apr 09 am ~ | St. Andrews
FRIDAY 12 noon | Community Centre
5) | EASTER 05 Apr 05 am ~ | St. Andrews
SUNDAY 07 am | Community Centre

12
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\FLL\ Almanac for the Month of March 2015

06" March 2015

4" Week before Easter

Women’s Day: Women Partners in
God’s Liberative Act

Exodus 1; 15-22; Romans 16: 1-16

Mark. 15: 37-41; Ps. 148

06 29@a] 2015

2WAdaflm) 2)MBal 4-20 @Yl
22005 TU@I2Mm BFlo:
U@ T 68; Q1ED024D

(B m oo 676)60_/(2770)76)005
l®» 0831 (3

afo. 1 15-22; GOODA@ 16: 1-16

DBCHHINV 15: 37-41: TV, 148

13" March 2015

3" Week after before Easter
True worship that Liberates
Exodus 3:11-18; Acts. 16:25-34
Luke. 13: 10-17; Ps. 137

13 29@2] 2015

2WAdaflm) 2)MBal 3-00 @Yl
Qile?2221Mo M@BB:N (TVO)§ I0IWM
al)O. 3:11-18; @w.(al. 16: 25-34

B CHNOMV 13:10-17; (V& 137

20" March 2015

2" Week before Easter

Cross: A new Vision of the
Messianic Age

Duet. 18:15-22; 2 Cor. 1:3-11
Luke 18:35-43; Ps. 73

20 29@a] 2015

2wda/lm) 2)MBal 2-90 @RPal
6:0100: 20TnDRY VOO
MBBUoMo

@R Q. 18:15-22; 2 &00]. 1:3-11;
B)@BHOOTV 18:35-43; V@] 73

27" March 2015

1% Week before Easter

The Annunciation to Mary
Isaiah 7: 10-14; Gala. 4:1-7
Luke 1:26-38; Ps. 40:1-10

27 @9@a] 2015

2WAdaflm) 2)MBal 1-00 @B
fl Bmysh 201WoAIeMmIS)SS
@OBSa/oS

OWV. 7:10-14; WLID. 4:1-7
B1)CHOINV 1:26-38; V& 40:1-10
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29" March 2015

1% Week before Easter

Hosanna: New King in the Temple
Isaiah 56: 1-8; 1 Cor. 3:16-23
Matthew 21:1-17; Ps. 24

29 @9@Ba] 2015

2wdaflm) 2)(Bal 1-90 @Bl
BaNOUOIM: HEBLIILIV DTN NI
)@l 0o200]

O, 56:1-8; 1 6)IO]. 3:16-23
200 21:1-17; VT 24

02™ April 2015
Maundy Thursday

Eucharist: The Re-membering Jesus
Exod.12:1- 17; 1 Cor. 11: 23-24
Matthew 26: 17-30; Ps.116

02 a(ailod2015
6)alTVanN) Ujo¥o

allo)av @)H601qY: 690®)6S
@1 @*L/9aHo

al)0. 12:1-17; 1 0], 11:23-34
20moaY] 26:17-30; TV 116

03" April 2015
Good Friday

Cross: Death of Death
Numb.21:1-9; 1 Cor. 15: 50-58
Matthew 27: 1-56; Ps.22

03 a(ailod2015
wellw 6ss]

B=0100: DONOICMOF 2Wo
(TVo6Llf. 21:1-9; 1 O)BOO]. 15:50-58
aomoav] 27: 1-56; qV&sT. 22

05" April 2015
Easter

Resurrection: Celebrating the Joy of
Salvation

Exod. 14:5-31; Colo. 3:1-11
Matthew 28: 1-10; Ps.118:14-29

05 a(ailod2015

2Wda] emowd

2W0a]: OHHW)OS TVETNIHo
@19 @ALIDaH]F63

al)O. 14:5-31; OBHOCRIO. 3:1-11
20Mo)] 28:1-10; V&>, 118:14—29
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Area Prayer Meetings

9™ Mar. 8.30 PM 16™ Mar. 8.30 PM 23" Mar. 8.30 PM

Airport Road/Church Area

Madinat Zayed / Khalidiya Area

Mr. Mathew Abraham
0506143209
Mess: Achen

Najda/Salam Area

Tourist Club Area

Mussaffa Area

22" Mar. 8.30 PM
Mr. Titus George
050 8556594

Combined Area Prayer
At Evangelical Centre - March 23" at 8.30 P.M.

Fasting Prayer
Friday 13" March, 2015 at 10.30 A.M. at Parsonage

Sunday School
Fridays at 6.00 P.M. at St. Andrew’s new building

Weekly Divine Service
Fridays at 8.00 P.M. at St. Andrews Community Hall
Sunday 08" Mar, 2015 at Mar Thoma Community Hall, Mussaffah
at 8:30 PM
Lead by Madinat Zayed / Khalidiya Payer Group

Women’s Fellowship
12" March at 6.00 P.M. at Parsonage
26™ March at 6.00 P.M. at the residence of Mrs Beena Jacob
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